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Creative Development

Early learning goals as identified in the 
statutory guidance

Examples of Montessori practice

Children should: Children:

Respond in a variety of ways to what they ●●

see, hear, smell, touch and feel.
Have opportunities to make stories, draw, ●●

paint, sing songs and dance.

Express and communicate their ideas, ●●

thoughts and feelings by using a 
widening range of materials, suitable 
tools, imaginative and role-play, 
movement, designing and making, and a 
variety of songs and musical instruments.

Are encouraged to express their thoughts ●●

and feelings through drawing, painting, 
using a range of crafts and by dancing, 
singing, making up of stories and poems. 

Participate in spontaneous role-play.●●

Are encouraged to think creatively.●●

Explore colour, texture, shape, form and ●●

space in two and three dimensions.
Explore sensorial activities.●●

Participate in a range of art and craft ●●

activities.

Play with blocks.●●

Do spontaneous and planned activities.●●

Recognise and explore how sounds can ●●

be changed, sing simple songs from 
memory, recognise repeated sounds and 
sound patterns and match movement to 
music.

Participate in organised and spontaneous ●●

singing. 

Participate in music and movement ●●

sessions.

Play music games.●●

Have access to musical instruments.●●

Use their imagination in art and design, ●●

music, dance, imaginative and role-play 
and stories.

Have free expression in art and craft ●●

activities.

Dance to music.●●

Participate in organised and spontaneous ●●

role-play.

Use prepared and spontaneously-chosen ●●

props.

Listen to story-telling that is linked to ●●

painting.

Make up stories during practical life ●●

activities, when block building, playing with 
the farm, dolls house or hospital or during 
dressing up and when in the garden.

Based on information in Isaacs (2007)
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Useful contact addresses:

Montessori organisations:
Montessori Education UK Ltd 

21 Vineyard Hill, Wimbledon, London SW19 7JL www.montessorieducationuk.org 

Montessori Schools Association

18 Balderton Street, London W1K 6TG, www.montessori.org.uk

Montessori St. Nicholas Charitable Trust

18 Balderton Street, London W1K 6TG, www.montessori.org.uk

Montessori Society (AMI) UK

26 Lyndhurst Gardens, London, NW3 5NW, www.montessori-uk.org

Montessori training colleges
Bournemouth Montessori Centre 
Lansdowne Road, Bournemouth, BH1 1RP www.bournemouthmontessori.co.uk

Kent and Sussex Montessori College 
Hoath Hall, Chiddingstone Hoath, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7DD, www.montessoricentre.com

Maria Montessori Institute,  
26 Lyndhurst Gardens, London NW3 5NW, www.mariamontessori.org

Montessori Centre International, 
18 Balderton Street, London W1K 6TG, www.montessori.uk.com

Montessori Partnership 
www.montessoripartnership.com

Montessori College Wimbledon  
100 Wimbledon Hill Road, London SW19 7PB, www.montessoricollegewimbledon.co.uk
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