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Oaklea MONTESSORI CIC at The Windmill Children’s Centre, 
Ramsey, Harwich, Essex.
Oaklea Montessori Nursery in Colchester, Essex has evolved from its “sole trader” business entity to become a Community Interest Company (CIC), and provide daycare as a non- profit making social enterprise company at The Windmill Children’s Centre, Ramsey. The Children’s Centre aims to deliver quality Montessori education and childcare in the local community, which is open to all sectors of local society including working, vulnerable and “hard to reach” families. The local community will benefit by having affordable, flexible and accessible Montessori provision.  The ability to deliver the services is entirely dependant on accessing grants available to social enterprise companies.
The centre aims to open mid July 2009 and will offer up to 40 day care places including baby, toddler and pre school day care. These places will provide flexible day care between the hours of 0800 and 1800 for 50 weeks of the year.
They aim to provide both Montessori and generic training and tutor support for trainees, child care professionals and parents. The community will also benefit by developing an understanding of the links between “good practices” in childcare and education and the Montessori approach. Caroline Allen, a qualified trainer, EYP and Montessori tutor as well as a member of the Essex Early Years Quality Training Consortium, plans to deliver and facilitate various training sessions from the Children’s Centre including Parenting courses, study circles for those pursuing level 4 Montessori qualification and various other courses.
About Montessori
The schooling system was invented in the early 1900s by Maria Montessori to educate disadvantaged children in her native Italy. It rapidly became the World’s largest educational movement with more than 20,000 Montessori settings worldwide and over 600 schools in the UK. By moving into the Sure Start Children’s Centre initiative this actually takes Montessori back to its roots.
Montessori is literally, learning for life.

Montessori is a way of life, as much as it is a way of education and it doesn’t just start when a child is old enough to go to school. The approach is about developing the whole child intellectually, socially, physically, emotionally, linguistically and spiritually while building on the child’s intrinsic desire to learn and their ability to absorb information from the environment. Montessori principles can also be applied to senior schooling and has produced some of the world’s most successful new media entrepreneurs, including Sergey Brin and Larry Page, joint founders of Google. 

In the UK, Montessori continues to reach out to the state sector with four Primary schools in various stages of introducing Montessori practices into their mainstream curriculum teaching in Manchester, Essex, Blackpool and Grantham with a number of new partnerships coming on stream in September. This provides a natural progression for the Montessori movement to now be represented with the Sure Start Children’s Centre initiative.
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