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AMONTESSORI SCHOOLS

The Montessori

~ ethos transformed

one tough primary
- and many more
are following suit.
By Andy Sharman

ontessori has
come full cir-
cle. The edu-
cation phi-
ilosophy,
%d&cﬁm@ 5 Maria Monte-
ssoril0l years ago toteach
poorehildren in Rome, has
heen common in the past in
well-heeled parts of Lon-
don. Now, it’s back in the
hands of the people.

The method, which em-
phasises learning through

has just secured £10,000 of
funding from the St Nich-
olas Montessori charity, and
at least one more school is
being lined up. The plan is
for 12 new Montessori state
schoolsto be running with-
in three to four years.

Inideed, Montessori hag -

entered the Government’s
cirele of trusted friends, The
Departnient for Children,

Schools and Families is pay-
ing for abooklet deseribing”

how Montessori fitsin with

thie early-years foundation .
_stage: apparently, this was

the Governanent'sidea. And
in December, 15 teachers
from the maintained sector
graduated with the Montes-
sori diploma - the first co-
hort to gualify.

So how did this come to
pass? “All these things we've
been doing for years are

Inner-city success: Gorton Mount

The “blimey” factor is

what hit Gorton Mount, the

inner-city school in Manch-
ester that first took Montes-
sor into the state sectorin
2005. Alter a birush with
special measures, head

Since theri, the schiol has

charted constant progres
From special measures in

-2004, the scheol now 8ifs ™
above the Manchester av-;
erage for the foundation’

stage, although it remains

the Montessori ethos. “The
children are much more
confident, more able to con-
centrate because they're

behavictr has improved im-
mensely. They're just more
comfortable in themselves”

Other state schools have
written to Bujak, expressing
“an interest in the philoso-
-phiy. The charity then sends
a specialist teacher to get
anindication of the school’s

ment and teacher-training,
But has Montessori;
which once seemed so alien.
{0 conventional methodsof
- &dueation inBritain, hadto:
meet the Government half-
“way inorder to gain accep-"

Aance? “I think the Govern-

. motivated, and playground. -

eeds, after ‘which the:
“school is able tabid for fund-
- ing for Montessori equip-

mient is accepting our prin-

faiture, while the Depart-
ment for Children, Schools
and Pamilies is testing our
children more than ever.
Surely this is an issue over
which Montessori and the

Government should be

at loggerheads? |

Apparentlynot. ‘.,.ﬁam ob- -

serve all the time, but it's
not formal ﬁmmmzmn_ savs
Bujak. “It’s individual - we
don’t line them up against
each other” Bujak says that
. thechildrentake'exams and
aresent home with reports.
The apparent contradic-
tions have been smoothed
over by the relaxation of Key
Stage Iregulations. The em-
‘phasis is now on putting
young children in for test-
~ing when they're ready.
The Gorton Mount ex-
periment . proved “that
Moentessori could survive

daughter at Stebbing. She
had secured aplace at a
local independent sehool
but, with another daughter
in the private Montessori
nursery on the Stebbing
site, Atherton decided to
save the money and send
her daughter to the main-
tained Stebbing Primary,
which has adopted Montes-
sori methods. -

- +¥Llike the independence

and the love of learning that
my daughters are display-
ing
very able to play and en-
tertain themselves.”

She admifs that she
feared her elder daughter
would be held back at the
state school. “Butthe free-
play way of learning meant
she could take herself off
and keep learning on her
owr. The children are seli-

play, teaching through ob- startingtobeusedinstate teacher Carol Powellknew - below the national average.” ciples,” says Buja . inatoughinner-city school.  regulating, because all the
servingandtheuseofwood-  schools. And now they're that sheneeded something “That’s joyous, because - schoolshaie adj totisi: But not all of these state equipment is out there in
en equipment and neutral  saying, Blmey thisisMon- radical Sheintreducedher we'veneverbeentherebe Wedon't nogwwcgumm.oﬁ “primaries are in special the classroom for them.
colours, has been adopted  tessori!” says PhilipBujak, ownbrand of “emoticnallit- fore,” says Powell. Themost the core prineiples.” - measures. Stebbing Pri-  She's certainly ona parwith
forthree-tosevenyear-olds chief executive of the eracy and development”, recentOfsted inspection,in ~ -Andwhat abouttesting? . mary School, for instance, the girls who've been edu-
at three state primary Montessori St Nicholas - which soon developedinto November, put the'school Montessoriisaphilosophy . is in an affiuent village in omﬁmamﬁ the E.Emnm mnwcc ?
schooels. Another, Bpital-  charity and the Montessori . Montessori for the youngest _atgrade2(good) mallareas. that tries to prevent all” ruvral Essex.
gate Primarvin Grantham, Schools Association. members of the school. mdﬁmm mﬁwﬂwﬁmm thisto forms of competition and Kate Atherton, 35 hasa  www, Bosﬁmmmo: org. cw
eaducation -

Maniessori
Centre
International

Enjoy an exciling career that works.....
inspirational courses, seminars and vworkshops for:

* University & School leavers
= Childeare workers
» Parenis

-and others to train as qualified Montessori Teachers
Attend our Monthly Open Evenings to find out more.

#o.1 for Montessori Training in Europs

.M THE HEART OF LONDON

= Excellent scicry —
potential to save

for m‘mm

Easter Revision Courses

ideat

xxxxx

‘Enthusiastic tutors
"mmﬁwm xmw wommnm

BEDICATED ﬁmﬁﬁ@m SPECIALIBT FOR 28 YiBaRE

_mmmmnmmﬁmm or. Qm__,%
- Stress free revision .

for all abiiities -

ﬁmmm .w.oma a Brochure
- & FREE Ummr”@ﬁ Revision Planner

01727 B27000 or 0845 96 08 5585
wwnw justineraig.ac.uk

Regular and Special courses

" she says. “Theyreboth

= Pre-service TEFL fraining
{Lendon & Asiq)

» Flights subsidised, visa and
accommodation aranged
» Professional support & career
opponunities
= Stars throughout 2008 ~
12 month contracts
« Ncriive specker,

TEFL gualified prefered
« Also recruffing for Japan
« Interviews In London.

- ot posiions ong how le
Wl Sanoneniah

st e stariing from 31 March.
&g , IRTE = To Enrel now!
‘excellent tuition e 0BT 750 88
O X EORD inthe www. londres.cervantes.es
SCIENCE STUDIES education cenfon@cervanies.es
s _n section
Faster Revision " please
_op_mq Pmu GCSE&IB contact the
Residentia! in Oxford education Independent
12 King Edward Street, s Board/module specific Yeam om;
Ondord OX 4HT * 1-3 subjects per week online
¢ Run by Oxford fulors
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Anne Mallinson
Giflian Nester-Smith
Will Sketchley

Ruth Bloomfield
William Callaway
Zdenka Gorman
Andrew Parmiley

Ordinary Membership Subécriptigﬁs_ e

20.00
10.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00
20.00

~ 130,00
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